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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 9834 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NI, AFSP, ABLD 

SUBJECT: FMG INTENTION TO OPEN CONSULATE IN SAN FRANCISCO 
REF: LAGOS 9104 

1. MEA PERMANENT SECRETARY JOE IYALLA ON DECEMBER 10 
MADE "A FORMAL REQUEST THAT THE USG PERMIT THE FMGN 
TO ESTABLISH A CONSULATE IN SAN FRANCISCO." THE 
CONSULATE WOULD HAVE TWO PRIMARY FUNCTIONS: TO 
MINISTER TO THE WELFARE OF THE INCREASNGLY LARGE 
NUMBER OF NIGERIANS, PARTICULARLY STUDENTS, IN THE 
NEW CONSULATE'S JURISDICTIONAL AREA; AND TO PROMOTE 
TRADE AND COMMERCE BETWEEN THE U.S. AND NIGERIA. 

THE CONSULATE'S JURISDICTION WOULD EXTEND TO THE FOLLOWING 
STATES: ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA, COLORADO, 

IDAHO, MONTANA, NEVADA, NEW MEXICO, OREGON, UTAH, 

WASHINGTON, AND WYOMING. THE CONSULATE WOULD HAVE A NIGERIAN 
COMPLEMENT OF THREE OR FOUR OFFICERS. THE FMG WOULD ESTABLISH 
THE CONSULATE IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIVING THE CONCURRENCE OF 
THE USG. 
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2. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY STRONGLY RECOMMENDS EXPEDITIOUS APPROVAL 
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OF THE REQUEST. THE NEW ESTABLISHMENT WOULD FACILITATE 
INTERCHANGE AND ASSIST IN PREVENTING AND REDUCING PROBLEMS; 

THE CONJUNCTION OF SEVERAL MATTERS (CONTINUATION OF OIL FLOW; 
APPARENT FMG WILLINGNESS (LAGOS 9770) SEEK GREATER INVESTMENT: 
PRESUMED EARLY LNG DECISION; REQUEST FOR EMBASSY VACATE A 
BUILDING IN LAGOS, ETC.) MAKES A RELUCTANT OR NEGATIVE DECISION 
AT LAST AWKWARD. THERE IS NO LOGICAL CONNECTION BETWEEN THIS 
PROPOSAL AND OUR REQUEST TO ESTABLISH A CONSULATE IN PORT 
HARCOURT: WE ALREADY HAVE TWO CONSULATES IN NIGERIA TO THE 
FMG'S ONE IN THE U.S.; THE EMBASSY IS CONVINCED THAT THE 
SLOWNESS IN ACCEDING TO THE PORT HARCOURT REQUEST IS ATTRIBUTABLE 
SOLELY TO INTERNAL NIGERIAN PROBLEMS AS PREVIOUSLY EXPLAINED. 

A FACT WHICH TYALT.A AGAIN CONVINCINGLY OUTLINED TO THE AMBASSADOR 
TODAY. 

REINHARDT 
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